
ARC 8103B
IOWA FINANCE AUTHORITY[265]

Adopted and Filed Emergency

Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code sections 17A.3(1)“b” and 16.5(1)“r” and 2009 Iowa Acts,
Senate File 376, sections 5 to 12, the Iowa Finance Authority hereby amends Chapter 32, “Iowa Jobs
Program,” Iowa Administrative Code.

The purpose of these amendments is to implement 2009 Iowa Acts, Senate File 376, sections 5 to 12,
by clarifying certain rules that regulate the operation of the Iowa Jobs Program.

The Authority does not intend to grant waivers under the provisions of any of these rules, other than
as may be allowed under the Authority’s general rules concerning waivers.

Pursuant to Iowa Code section 17A.4(3), the Authority finds that notice and public participation
are impracticable and contrary to the public interest in that the normal notice and public participation
process would delay implementation of the new program, which is designed to provide disaster relief
and economic stimulus. The Authority is also simultaneously publishing a Notice of Intended Action as
ARC 8108B herein to allow for public comment.

The Authority finds that adoption of these amendments confers a benefit on the public in that these
rules promote disaster recovery and economic stimulus. The Authority finds that these amendments
should be implemented as soon as feasible in order to facilitate the awarding of grants under the program.
Furthermore, 2009 Iowa Acts, Senate File 376, section 12, specifically provides for emergency rule
making. Therefore, these amendments are filed pursuant to Iowa Code section 17A.5(2)“b”(1) and (2),
and the normal effective date of these amendments is waived.

The Authority adopted these amendments on August 17, 2009.
These amendments became effective August 19, 2009.
These amendments are intended to implement Iowa Code section 16.5(1)“r” and 2009 Iowa Acts,

Senate File 376, sections 5 to 12.
The following amendments are adopted.
ITEM 1. Amend subrule 32.4(4) as follows:
32.4(4) Ineligible projects. The board shall not approve an application for a competitive grant for

either of the following purposes:
a. To refinance a loan existing prior to the date of the initial financial assistance application.
b. For a project that has previously received financial assistance under the local infrastructure

competitive grant program, unless the applicant demonstrates that the financial assistance would be used
for a significant expansion of such a project.

ITEM 2. Amend subrule 32.4(7) as follows:
32.4(7) Application review criteria. The Iowa jobs program review committee shall evaluate and

rank applications based on the following criteria:
a. and b. No change.
c. Sustainability and energy efficiency. The sustainability and energy efficiency of the proposed

project shall be evaluated. Rating factors for this criterion include, but are not limited to, the following:
(1) Sustainability (0-20 points). The extent to which the project has taken sustainability planning

principles into consideration.
1. The project shall be evaluated based on the following specific factors:
● Efficient and effective use of land resources and existing infrastructure by encouraging compact

development in areas with existing infrastructure or capacity to avoid costly duplication of services and
costly use of land; conservation of open space and farmland and preservation of critical environmental
areas; and promotion of the safety, livability, and revitalization of existing urban and rural communities.
Compact development maximizes public infrastructure investment and promotes mixed uses, greater
density, bicycle and pedestrian networks, and interconnection with the existing street grid.
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● Provision for a variety of transportation choices, including public transit and pedestrian and
bicycle traffic.

● Construction and promotion of developments, buildings, and infrastructure that conserve
natural resources by reducing waste and pollution through efficient use of land, energy, water, and
materials.

● Capture, retention, infiltration and harvesting of rainfall using storm water best management
practices such as permeable pavement, bioretention cells, bioswales, and rain gardens to protect water
resources.

● The extent to which project design, construction, and use incorporate renewable energy sources
including, but not limited to, solar, wind, geothermal, and biofuels, and support the following state of
Iowa plans and goals: (1) office of energy independence’s Iowa energy independence plan; and (2)
general reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.

2. Alternatively, in lieu of being evaluated on each of the criteria set forth above, projects
which are designed to receive certification (either platinum level, gold level, silver level, or basic
LEED certification) from the United States Green Building Council in the Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System version 3.0, and which comply with
the requirements of ASHRAE 90.1-2007, Energy Standard for Buildings Except Low-Rise Residential
Buildings, published by the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning
Engineers, 1791 Tullie Circle, N.E., Atlanta, GA 30329, shall receive 20 points.

(2) Energy efficiency (0-20 points). The extent to which the project has taken energy efficiency
planning principles into consideration.

1. In the case of new construction, whether the project meets is designed to meet the current
state building energy code. The application for the project must include a letter from the engineer or
architect to IFA certifying whether the proposed construction meets the current state building energy
code. Additionally, the application should address whether the proposed project meets is designed to
meet energy star standards. If the project is of such a nature that the current state building energy code
does not apply to it, the letter shall so state.

2. In the case of rehabilitation of existing structures, an energy audit conducted by a certified
energy rater should be provided on each building prior to the preparation of the final work rehabilitation
order to determine the feasibility of meeting the requirements of the current state building energy code
and energy star standards prior to the start of the rehabilitation. If it is determined to be feasible to meet
the current state building energy code standards and energy star standards, appropriate specifications
will be written into the work order. If it is not feasible to meet the requirements of the current state
building energy code and energy star standards (or either of them), the application will provide
information indicating what effective and cost-effective energy improvements will be included as a part
of the rehabilitation project.

d. to f. No change.

[Filed Emergency 8/19/09, effective 8/19/09]
[Published 9/9/09]

EDITOR’S NOTE: For replacement pages for IAC, see IAC Supplement 9/9/09.
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